ao 
t2 
os 
=. 
ola 
= 
o 
= 
o 
= 


ated. ae 


Gi 


, 


we 


mmvrty 


loin Fences + Co 


Vetitiori * 6vVi; 


090 Com 


< 


J 


f 


é 


 Ovr voice in the lesbian communit¥ 


We Welcome Submissions We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to 
the editor book, concert and movie reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs 
and artwork are all welcomed. Write to Womonspace (Box:128, Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4), attend a 


etait 


newsletter meeting, visit our website (www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/) or leavea message at 482-1794. 


Topic for June: Lesbiancomedy. Topic for July: Spirituality. 


Womonspace is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a 
Nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding 


areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested: lesbians. The opinions 


expressed in any issue of Womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 


Committee. The events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported 


by Womonspace. Womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome 


submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main P.0., Edmonton, AB TJ 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to:3 lines 
free — at any time. Womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication costs. 
Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. 
For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 
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Every garden is a work of art. Like lesbian 
photography, literature and sculpture, a 
lesbian garden has a lesbian aesthetic. 

This may be expressed in many ways. By 
selecting all lavender and purple flowers, 
for example, or laying a herb garden in the 
shape of a pentacle. I know a woman who 
filled a triangular bed with pink petunias 
and another who planted an annual bed in 
rainbow stripes. Literary dykes have copied 
Vita Sackville-West’s idea and recreated 
their own version of Sissinghurst’s famous 
white garden. Plants may be chosen for 
their names: Fairy Wings poppies; Satin 
Lady daylilies; and Dark Lady fuchsias. 

A garden may be dedicated to Artemis, 
goddess of the moon, and planted entirely 
with artemesias. 

Whatever form it takes, a lesbian’s 
garden does tend to be nontraditional - 
which makes sense since we are outsiders 
and have learned from this to be free- 
thinkers. The plantings are often wilder, 
with fewer expressions of overt control 
than you would find in a manicured 
conservative’s garden. Women are more 
likely to allow nature to express herself 
with self-seeded annuals and unclipped 
hedge shrubs. The lawn may be mowed 
infrequently or removed altogether. Birds, 
bees and butterflies are welcomed. There 
is usually an element of privacy, too — 
fences, gates, shrubbery or trees forming 
a protective enclosure. 

Herbs are often present in a lesbian 
garden. Cooking herbs, or tea herbs 
like mint, bergamot, lemon balm 
and chamomile. Catnip, valerian or 
honeysuckle may be there for the 
enjoyment of feline companions. Herbs 
may be planted for ritual or healing, 
like sweet grass, tansy, yarrow, angelica, 
hyssop and rue. A wiccan dyke may fancy 
cultivating the poisonous ingredients for 


Lesbian gardens: a healing art 


By Lindy Pratch 


flying ointment — thorn apple, monkshood, 
cinquefoil, water parsnip and deadly 
nightshade. By cultivating herbs, we 
reclaim our history of women’s wisdom 
and celebrate women’s power. 

In growing things, we honour life, 
including ourselves. This is a great source 
of spiritual energy for gardeners. We are 
made aware of the cycles of life and we 
come to realize that humans are connected 
to these cycles too. Lesbians are especially 
in need of this connection because we are 
deemed to be unnatural by many members 
of society. A garden is very much a 
physical place, one where the gardener 
belongs and is at home. There is a sense 
of rootedness that is vital for those of us 
who may be rejected by, or living far from, 
our birth families. The garden can be a 
sanctuary that restores our peace of mind 
and where we feel a rightness-of-being. 

A garden engages all of our senses; 
intellect and emotion, spirit and physical. 
We use physical labour to dig, plant and 
prune. Our minds are busy learning the 
knowledge of how to go about the business 
of gardening. Our imagination blossoms as 
we visualize seeds growing into carrots and 
saplings growing into shade trees. There is 
a direct link between imagination and hope. 
Hope is a blessing bestowed on a gardener, 
a source of strength to persevere through 
difficult times. The feeling of wholeness 
that is a result of using all of our faculties 
is especially healing for lesbians. We often 
guard ourselves when in public, hiding a 
central part of our identity. Sometimes we 
are closeted within our own homes too, 
which makes a garden an even more 
important refuge. Gretel Ehrlich wrote, 
“Everything in nature invites us constantly 
to be what we are.” A garden encourages 
us to be ourselves, free to express our 
lesbian sensibilities. ® 
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By Karen Davies 


In her introduction to the Lesbian Gardens 
website [www.algonet.se/~davies], 
webmistress Karen writes: 

“A few of our visitors have trouble 
picturing sensibly dressed lesbians mowing 
lawns, doing some weeding or watering 
their vegetables. Which is hardly surprising 
after all, if you consider what a web search 
for ‘lesbians+pictures’ will get you. Isn’t it 
amazing, the number of lesbians who seem 
to love prancing about wearing nothing 
but a pair of spike heels and half a ton 
of makeup? 

Things have improved recently, 
as more women get connected to the 
internet, but the pornographers are still 
spreading their own distorted images of 
how lesbians prefer to spend their leisure 


Leshian gardens on the web 


time across cyberspace. To such an extent 
that the very word “lesbian” is deemed 
offensive and inappropriate by most 
of the blocking and filtering software 
available to schools and parents. 

This web site is intended as a 
counterweight. It has been created for 
and dedicated to all the wonderful lesbians 
who enjoy gardening. You’d be surprised 
how many of us there are. I dare say we 
outnumber the long-nailed fantasy lesbians 
in the pornographic sites by a sizable 
margin as soon as you leave cyberspace.” 


Leshiangardens is a mailing list for dykes who share 
a passion for gardening. To join, contact Karen Davies: 
davies @algonet.se 


Womonspace members are encouraged to help choose our new logo. Please phone 


482-1794, leaving a message with your name, membership number, and indicating your logo 


choice. If you prefer, you may mail your choice (with your name and membership number) 


to the Womonspace address on the back cover. You may only vote once. The deadline is May 15. 
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Logo 2 Logo 3 


Planting for privacy 


So how do lesbians garden and tend 
their yards differently from the other 
people in the neighbourhood? I think 
that us girls tend to stay away from the 
leafblowers, $3,000 lawnmowers and 
other “boy” toys that fill most garages in 


Alberta. We just want to get into nature. 


We pull out the lone spade and 
rake, clean out the pipes of the 1970 
lawnmower and we’re set! What’s more 
fun than asking your partner to help you 
weed the garden and hoping she wears 
that super tiny halter top so you can 
enjoy nature at its best! 

As an arborist I wanted to share with 
you some yard ideas for lesbians. The 
common question I get is, “What tree can 
I plant between my neighbour and I that 
will grow 20 feet each year and supply 
us with some privacy?” 

If you have a large yard (like 20 feet 
area between trees and 20 foot diameter 


area around each tree) the sky is the limit. 


Large spruce and pine trees are great for 
large yards but in our real world we have 
small to medium yards with small areas 
to plant trees. 

For privacy select any of the upright 
Junipers (Blue Haven is my favourite). 
They provide green foliage year round 
and work well as a screen. Brandon 
Cedars are also excellent hedge material. 
The Swedish Columnar Aspen are 
excellent screen trees when planted close 
together along the fenceline. They are 
tightly compact and grow four feet in 
height per year. 


Pr 


By Verna Mumby 


For you bird lovers try the Schubert 
Chokecherry tree. The leaves are purple 
and the birds love the dense canopy of the 
tree. Mancana and Manchurian Ash are 
excellent trees for bird nesting sites. They 
are also very dense in foliage and act as 
a good screen for the summer months, 

Fruit trees are great to have in a yard 
but do require some TLC so consider how 
much work you want to do in your yard 
before you start planting trees and shrubs. 

Please remember to buy trees and 
shrubs that are grown here in Alberta or 
at least grown on the prairies; you know 
how cold it is here and the plants you 
buy have to be hardy enough to live here. 
Plants from B.C. and Ontario tend to 
winter kill within two years. Check the 
labels on the plants before you buy! 

Own a cat and having trouble keeping 
it in your yard? Is it doing its thing in 
the neighbour’s flowerbed? Then plant 
catmint, a perennial that cats love to roll 
in and get a bit “high.” Plant it in full sun 
or partial shade in good soil. Cats also 
love a honeysuckle tree to sharpen their 
claws on. For sure you will keep your 
pussy at home! 

Just think, a few years after planting 
the right tree or shrub, you and your 
partner could be tanning in the nude in 
your own back yard, drinking a cool 
one and petting your ... cat. ® 


Vema is a Certified Arborist, 
owner and operator of Mumby’s Tree Service 
Phone 469-2595 Cell 719-3158 
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The Liatris Society is a gardening and 
outdoor nature-loving group for lesbian, 
gays, bisexuals, transgenders and all of 
our friends and families. The name was 
chosen because one of the common 
names for liatris is gayfeather. It is a 
hardy perennial with spikes of pinkish- 
purple flowers and is grown in many 
Edmonton gardens. Two species of liatris 
are native to Alberta. The common 
name, the colour, and the fact that it is 
both a garden and wild flower appealed 
to us. Another aspect of the liatris is its 
unique trait of blooming from the top 
down, unlike other flowering spikes 
which start blooming at the bottom. 
Different — just like us! 

The Society started out in the summer 
of 1994, when I invited a few people to 
my house to talk about starting a lesbian 
and gay gardening club. Several informal 
activities were organized that year and 
we had a lot of fun. In January of 1995, 
we held our first official meeting. The 
organizing collective consisted of Brent 
Larson, treasurer; Wayne McNamara, 
publicity and chair at meetings; Richard 
Dickinson, newsletter and membership; 
Art Hopkins, ideas person; and myself, 
secretary and phone boss. The meeting 
room that we used at the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre was packed. We 
planned events for the entire year ahead 
and many volunteers came forward. 

Our membership grew to 49 in that first 
month. By September of 1995, we had 
83 members. Members were asked for 
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The Liatris Society 


By Lindy Pratch 


$5 to cover the cost of mailing out 
a bimonthly newsletter that year. 

In 1995 we held a skating party, a 
cross-country skiing outing, two trips to 
the Muttart Conservatory, nature walks 
in Kinnaird Ravine, at the Wagner bog, 
and at Elk Island Park. We organized 
two tours of the Devonian Botanic 
Gardens, a perennial exchange, a visit 
to Parkland Perennials lilies, a corn 
roast and a wildflower slide night. 

At the end of this very successful year, 
the organizing committee was ready for 
a rest. Pat Copeman was the only person 
to step forward, offering to look after 
membership and phoning. Without any 
further volunteers, it looked like that 
would be the end of the Liatris Society. 

Pat and I together decided to continue 
with an ad-hoc version of the Liatris 
Society. We continued to hold a perennial 
exchange and tour of the Devonian 
Botanic Garden each year. Walks at 
Wagner Natural Area and at Elk Island 
Park also grew into annual events. 
Previous members were notified by 
phone and notices went into community 
newsletters. Whomever showed up was 
welcome. And so we continue to this day, 
enjoying each outing with garden-loving 


friends both old and new. ® 


f you are interested in the Liatris Society and 
our upcoming events, please send an e-mail 
to: liatrissociety@hotmail.com. Watch for our 
webpage, soon to be available on the GLCCE 
website: www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce. 


What?s Happening? 


Adamant Eve radio show for and by womyn 
on CJSR 88.5 FM from 5:30-6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 


Bisexual Support Group provides information 
and support for bisexual men and 

women. Meeting every second Tuesday 
of the month, 7:30 p.m. Call 913-3076. 


Classics is a social group for lesbians over 
40. Meetings on the first Sunday of the 
month at 2 p.m. Call Donna at 456-1008. 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre) is 
located in suite 103, 10612 — 124 St. 
Office hours are 9 a.m. to noon Monday 
to Friday and 7-10 p.m. for drop-in, peer 
support counselling and library services. 
Films on Wednesdays. Call 488-3234. 
Peer support is also available through 
e-mail: glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce 


Gaywire lesbian, gay and bisexual radio 
show, FM 88.5, Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. 


Lambda Christian Community evangelical 
lesbigay church; worship 7 p.m. Sundays, 
11148 - 84 Ave. Call 988-3913. 


LEGIT (Lesbian & Gay Immigration Task Force) meets 
every third Thursday of the month to 
work with same-sex couples in cross- 
border relationships where one partner 
is wanting to immigrate to Canada. 
428-3234 or 1-877-882-2011 Ext. 2017 


Making Waves Swim flub for lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals and their friends. Practices 
Thursdays, 8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 
8-9:30 p.m. Call Mike at 439-7477 


Metropolitan Community Church weekly worship, 
McDougall United Church, 10086 
MacDonald Drive (riverside entrance), 


Sundays at 1 p.m. - with children’s 
church school available - and at 7:15 p.m. 
Youth Group on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United meets 

at 7:30 p.m the last Saturday of each 
month, Call Tess or Phyllis at 474-0862. 


Motorcycling Group Contact Brian at 
ab_motorcyclists@hotmail.com for details. 


PFLAG/T Edmonton offers support and 
education for parents, families and 
friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/ 
transgenders. Meets the third Tuesday 
of each month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. 
Call Lynne at 462-5958. 


Rivervalley Cyclists meet every Sunday starting 
May 31 at the 103 St. and Saskatchewan 
Drive tourist lookout. All levels welcome. 
1-877-882-2011 Ext. 2032; Mike‘at 
988-6402 or Peter at 434-4712. © 


Slow Pitch Baseball May-August. Games 

at least once per week and possibly out 
of town. Open to anyone in the GLBT 
community and their friends. Cost: $40 
for the season. Call Tina at 423-9925 
or Jeff at 430-1714. 


Sonic Sisters is a full hour of music by 
women, hosted by Cori Brewster on 
CJSR 88.5. Tuesdays from 7-8 p.m. 
Call 492-CJSR and make a request. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton welcomes lesbians 
and gays. Services of union available. 
Sunday services at 9:30 and 11:15 a.m, 
12530 — 110 Ave. Call 454-8073. 


Youth Understanding Youth is a fellowship of 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders, 
aged 25. Saturdays from 8-10 p.m. at 
GLCCE. All youth welcome. 488-3234. 
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CGleneGr of Events 


Saturday, May 1—1 to 4:30 p.m. 

Women's Spirit Circles May Day Rites 

A workshop examining women’s ritual 
across traditions. 10120 - 135 Ave. 
$49 per person. Phone 428-8726. 


Sunday, May 2-6 p.m. 
Liatris Society Perennial Exchange 
Divide overgrown plants and share 


them with queer gardeners. 
Call 483-4080 for more information. 


Sunday, May 9 — noon 

Womonspace Newsletter Meeting 

At the Bagel Tree Café, 10345 — Whyte 
Ave. Deadline for submissions for June 
issue. Topic: “Lesbian Comedy.” 


Friday, May 7 — 7:30 p.m. 

Lesbian Author Gail Scott 

Gail reads from her novel My Paris. 
Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 


Saturday, May 8 — 5 p.m. 

Ecumenical Agape Worship and Potluck Dinner 
Sponsored by the faith Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgendered and their 
family, friends and supporters 

at 12530 - 110 Ave. 

Call 1-877-822-2011 ext. 2013. 


Tuesday, May 11-8 p.m. 

Gay Friendly Business Association 

At the Garage Burger Bar, 

10242 — 106 St. Call 423-5014. . 


Saturday, May 15 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Womonspace Dance 
A relaxed event for women only at 


Inglewood Hall 12515 - 116 Ave. 


$8 nonmembers. A nonsmoking event. 
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Events for May, 1999 


Friday, May 21 — 7:30 p.m. 

Feminist Isobel Grundy 

Isobel reads from her biography of 
controversial and charismatic Lady 
Mary Wortley Montague [1689-1762]. 
Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 


June 12-19 

Edmonton's Pride Week 

PRIDE 799 week will kick off with a 
concert by Edmonton Vocal Minority 
choir on June 12th. Activities on Pride 
Day, June 19th, will include a business 
fair and art show, a big parade, a rally 
and a PFLAG-T picnic. Pride ’99 will 
end with the annual Pride Awards 

and mixed dance. Call 488-3442 to 
volunteer or for more information. 


Free Stay At Sky Ranch we are lesbian 
farmers, musicians, outdoor enthusiasts, 
living on a 140-acre ranch in B.C. We 
welcome women guests for working 
holidays. (Not too much work — we take 
time to enjoy our surroundings.) In 
exchange for your company and your 
help, we offer free room and board. 
There is a guest room in a comfortable 
old farmhouse, a cabin, a camper, and 
lots of space for tents. Sky Ranch is 

100 km from Burns Lake, near the northern 
boundary of Tweedsmuir Park. Write us at: 
Sky Ranch, C4 Site 20, RR 2, Burns Lake, 
B.C. Canada VOJ 1E0. Or phone (250) 694- 
3738. Ask for Judith or Martina. 


Xeriscaping 


I recently returned from Victoria, 
embracing the full arrival of spring on the 
coast. My lungs are filled with the 
fragrance of hyacinths, cherry trees and 
magnolias. The joy was extended when 
upon arrival home my mailbox greeted 
me with an abundance of seed catalogues. 
Oh, the dreaming of exclamatory liatris, 
elegant irises and pungent lupins! 

All beautiful gardens are dreams 
manifested, where the gardener had the 
perception and the perseverance to realize 
those visions. 

We must all start at the beginning. 
Most of us arm ourselves with the latest 
tools and tackle the neglected garden 
and at the end of the day admire the 
neat rows of gerania and petunias. 
Please pause, take a breath, for the 
most important part of gardening 
comes in the planning. With just a little 
planning, one can have a garden filled 
with healthy plants that require less 
watering, less weeding, less pruning, 
less mowing and less chemicals. Sound 
more environmentally responsible? 

The practice of xeriscaping (or 
ecoscaping) combines a number of 
interrelated techniques. The combination 
produces the result of a low maintenance 
garden filed with healthy plants. 

1) soil conditioning: The preparation of the 
soil before planting is critical as it will 
provide the bed of nutrients for the plants 
as well as retain the required water to 
ensure their health. Once plants are 
established it will not be possible 
to condition to the soil as any digging 
around them only damages their roots. 
Mulching therefore is the only way to 
subsequently add nutrients. Edmonton has 
soil that is mostly composed of clay which, 
unfortunately, hardens with hotter weather. 
Therefore it is important to add large 
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By Lara Pinchbeck 


amounts of organic material which will 
hold more water within the soil, negating 
the necessity for additional waterings. 

2) mulching: Good quality landscape 
fabric is commonly used under other 
mulches. It acts as a blanket keeping 
the soil in place and minimizes the 
number of weeds able to grow around 
the desired plants. On the market are 
endless varieties of rocks and stones that 
can express the style of your home and 
garden with one major drawback: they 
frequently need clearing of the debris, 
often leaves, that collects. More desirable 
are organic mulches which tend to make 
a smoother visual transition between 
the plants and surrounding beds. Bark 
and woodchips add valuable nutrients 
to the soil as they slowly break down. 
More temporary are mulches such as 
leaves and grass clippings which are 
also more economical. 

3) plant selection: Whether you decide 
to use native plants or exotic, the guiding 
principle should be the amount of water 
they require. Select plants that do not 
have heavy water requirements. For 
example, grow shrub roses as opposed 
to hybrid teas, which demand a lot more 
water. All gardeners need to keep in 
mind that plants need to be planted with 
enough space around them into which 
they can comfortably grow - including 
their roots — thus avoiding competition. 

If you must have lawn, here are a 
few tips to reduce water and chemical 
requirements. Instead of mowing when 
the grass is at 3", cutting it back to 2", 
which is a North American habit, try 
letting it grow to 4" and cutting it back 
to 3". The grass blade will grow wider 
and the roots deeper. The fuller foliage 
will shade the soil, reducing water 
evaporation and discouraging weeds. 
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Edmonton is blessed with the 
majority of precipitation in June 
and July, perfectly timed within our 
growing season to provide adequate 
water through to the end of summer. 

If the year happens to be dry then the 
mulch should retain adequate moisture 
within the soil. Also, watering with city 
tap water deposits salts onto the plants 
and soil; collect rainwater in a rain 
barrel instead. 

You do not have to go far to find 
reliable sources of information about 
local gardening practices: local nurseries 
and garden centres, the Edmonton Public 
Library as well as the internet. 

But the best source is your neighbour. 
There must be a garden in your area that 
you have walked by, admiring, and yet 
you have never stopped to talk to the 
gardener to find out about it. This person 
might not be an expert but it’s guaranteed 
they know their garden inside out and 
would love to share stories of their 
successes and their failures. A fellow 
gardener noticed a neighbour growing 
grapes. After inquiries, it was determined 
which had varieties adapted to 
Edmonton’s harsh climate. This has 
flourished to a mad passion where 
seedlings and year old vines fill two 
household kitchens. 

Plant material can be propagated 
from collected seeds or clippings. Look 
around in other gardens and chances are 
that you will find something beautiful, 
appealing or curious. Also keep your 
ears open for seed and plant swaps. 
Often the plants there are unavailable 
through garden centres and have proven 
hardy within a local garden. 

So now this summer you can enjoy 
your low-maintenance garden filled 
with beautiful plants, curled up reading 
a good book, sipping iced tea, smiling 
as you watch your neighbours struggle 
with weeding and mowing. ® 


Lara Pinchbeck and her brother John run Garden Ink, 
a garden design company based on ecologically sound 
principles (w3.altanet.com/gardenink). 
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By Kristy Harcourt 


The Pride Awaro’s 
Nominate! Nomingte! 


A major event at each year's GLBT Pride 
celebrations is the presentation of certificates 
and awards for outstanding achievements. 
This ceremony gives us the chance to share 
our accomplishments and thank the people 
who do great work, take strong stands and 
make great things happen. Last June, | was 
honoured with a Pride Award, and let me tell 
you, the pride was all mine. It was amazing to 
have my work linked to that of Maureen Irwin 
(for whom the award is named) and the 
previous recipients and to share the honour 
with last year's many worthy Pride Award 
and Certificate recipients. 

Get involved by nominating someone. 
Write a letter detailing their accomplish- 
ments and send it (by email or post) to the 
Pride Awards Committee c/o the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton. 
The deadline is May 25th. For more info, 
call Pride at 488-3442. 

Pride Certificates are given to individuals, 
groups, businesses and event organizers 
whose work in the last year has contributed 
to the strength of this GLBT community. 

This year, a Pride Certificate is named in 
memory of Sheryl McInnes, to be awarded 
to someone contributing to GLBT Pride 
through their academic work; instructors, 
researchers or students. 

The Maureen Irwin Award is given each year 
to an Edmonton lesbian (and the Michael Phair 
Award to a gay man) for long-term and broad- 
based contributions to the GLBT community. 
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It’s been an eventful few weeks on 
Alberta’s political front. We have 
excitement around spousal support, a 
fences committee report, a conservative 
caucus meeting and pension legislation. 
Whew, I am getting windburn just 
thinking about it. 

First, Bill 12 was introduced at 
the beginning of the current legislative 
session. Bill 12 is to amend the spousal 
support provisions of the Domestic 
Relations Act. Under that Act married 
persons were entitled to make application 
for spousal support if they felt that they 
had suffered as a result of the role they 
took in a relationship. Bill 12 proposes 
to include common law partners. But 
yes, you guessed it — only heterosexual 
common laws. 

The government seemed to be 
squirming a bit as the media and the 
opposition parties argued that there was 
no justification for excluding same sex 
couples. It was simply a matter of equity - 
a matter of fairness. Regrettably, however, 
it appears that the government has 
stopped squirming. We fear Bill 12 will 
pass without including our community. 

Next an opinion poll and a report 
from the “Fences Committee.” You 
remember the Fences Committee. That’s 
the group that was set up just after 
the Vriend decision was handed down. 
The job of that committee was to review 
Alberta legislation with a view to erecting 
“fences” to protect Albertans from 
the implications of Vriend. The opinion 
poll was a pleasant surprise. A majority 
of Albertans support the protection of 
human rights in the province. Further, the 
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Fences vs. faimess 


By Julie Lloyd 


polls showed that many people supported 
measures like spousal support and step- 
parent adoption. While it is important to 
avoid subjecting matters like human rights 
to popularity polls, it was encouraging to 
know that lesbians and gays are not quite 
the pariahs that the right-wing extremists 
would like to have us believe. 

Then the government held a caucus 
meeting where they discussed the matter of 
our legislative fate. The press release issued 
had a whole lot of balloon and not much 
air. The only clear commitment in the 
release was that the Conservatives would 
use the “notwithstanding clause” of the 
Charter to prevent us from marrying. 

There were a few other points 
of interest. For example, that the © 
Conservatives might consider 2 
implementing a Registered Domestic 
Partnership model as a way of dealing 
with us. This model could be a method 
by which the rights of lesbian and gay 
Albertans might be protected. However, 
creating the status of Domestic Partner 
would not in and of itself create any 
obligations or benefits. The legislation that 
currently uses the word spouse (and there 
are over 60 pieces of legislation) would 
also have to be changed to include 
Domestic Partners. There are so many 
questions — will the status be created and, 
if so, will the laws be changed to give us 
and our relationships meaningful rights? 

The release contained other vague 
statements. For example, lesbians and 
gays would not be able to adopt or 
foster children unless such was deemed 
to be “in the best interest of a child” 
and schools could not “promote the 
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I recently reviewed a book and live 
performance piece called Boys Like Us 
by a collective of queer artists called 
Taste This. I was moved by the courage, 
audacity and vulnerability of the four 
artists expressed during their performance. 

I am grateful that Orlando Books 
exists, and that owner Jackie Dumas 
makes performances like these possible. I 
don’t think any of the mega-super-big-box 
book chains would have brought Taste 
This to their stores in a million years. 

Unfortunately, Orlando is in financial 
trouble and Jackie doesn’t know if her 
small bookstore can survive in a book 
world where megastores like Chapters 
encroach, Independent bookstores play a 
significant role in our community. As well 
as carrying popular, mainstream titles, 
they also carry queer, feminist, progressive 
and left-leaning material, and this makes 
their very existence political. They provide 
an environment for other ideas and ideas 
about “other,” as well as a physical space 
for marginalized groups to be visible and 
for their members to connect. 

When I was coming out, it was 
in a feminist bookstore that I sought 
to explore my new identity, and to 
possibly meet other women like me. 
That store, like Orlando, carried 
not just books but bumper stickers, 
political buttons, womyn’s music, 
magazines, newspapers, photographs 
and cards, and bulletin boards with 
announcements of meetings, upcoming 
dances and events. It provided proof 
that a world did exist for me. I had 
travelled from a rural community to 
that bookstore and it was an incredible, 
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Orlando Books enriches my life 


By Lenore Lemay 


moving experience to be able to have 
my inner world become visible with 
such diversity and pride. 

That particular bookstore is gone 
now and, until Orlando Books opened 
its doors 4 '/2 years ago, I had really 
felt its absence. There are other 
bookstores in Edmonton that carry 
queer and feminist material, but I have 
always found their selections to be 
disappointingly sparse. Megabookstores 
have hit town, and because they buy 
their stock in bulk they are often able to 
discount their prices, making it tempting 
to shop there. But to do so really hurts 
the independent booksellers who, unable 
to compete, often are forced out of 
business. This seriously diminishes the 
availability of queer, feminist, left- 
leaning-or progressive material — not 
only because the independent operator is 
gone, but because the megastores reduce 
significantly (or stop offering altogether) 
works representing marginalized groups. 
Smaller book presses are not supported, 
and the selection of authors invited in 
for readings is narrowed. Access 
disappears. 

Selling books is Jackie’s business 
but she offers so much more: Orlando 
Books has soul. Her store is a hub of 
information. If I want to know about 
upcoming political or social events, 

I can contact Orlando and more than 
likely will be able to buy tickets there. 
I often meet friends and allies there, 
where we can visit or strategize. In the 
interests of creating diverse cultural 
space, Jackie has invited into her store 
many talented authors and artists. The 
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homosexual lifestyle.” Well, adoption 
and fostering is already deemed in law 
to be based on the best interests of 

the child. Further, have we not moved 
beyond the silliness that informing 
students about our lives and our realities 
will cause en masse defection from the 
ranks of heterosexuality? Sheesh, it’s 
like waking up in Pleasantville. 

Hot on the heels of the press release, 
the Minister of Child Welfare insisted 
that he personally review each case 
where a child is placed with a lesbian 
or gay foster parent. 

The next issue will hit with the 
introduction of Bill 30 — a bill to amend 
the Employment Pension Plans Act. 
This amendment appears to continue 
to prohibit employers in Alberta from 
extending survivor pensions to same 
sex partners. This Bill is expected to be 
introduced the week of April 19, 1999. 

Equal=Alberta continues to try to 
advocate for change and to exert 
pressure on the government to treat 
human rights seriously. Recent polls 
are encouraging; the people of Alberta 
are increasingly supportive even if the 
governing party remains mired in the 
muck of homophobia. Change is coming 
~ maybe not tomorrow, but soon. We 
will continue to tell our stories. We will 
keep trying to ensure that the issues of 
our human rights are not ignored. How 
can you help? Write letters to MLAs, 
letters to the editor, and get involved 
with Equal=Alberta by calling 488-3234. @ 


Peaceful, inexpensive getaways for 


couples & small groups. Complete 


privacy on 160 acres lakefront. Hot tub. 
878-3301 local call. 
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current location features the Bloomsbury 
Room above the store for readings and 
performances. Shopping at Orlando 
Books is not merely a consumer 
transaction but a political and social act. 
I choose to support a lesbian-owned 
business because Orlando Books supports 
and enriches my life immeasurably. 
I value the opportunity to read, see and 
buy material that I choose, and do not 
want those choices to disappear. Jackie 
suggests that if all her regular customers 
were able to purchase a minimum of 
one book a month she will be able to 
continue to operate. That seems to 
me a small price to pay considering 
everything I receive in return. ® 


Orlando Books is open seven days a week at 
10123 Whyte Ave., Edmonton. 423-7633. 


BRENDA L. LISTER PAUL 
CMA, CFP 
FINANCIAL PLANNER 


11523 — 100 AVENUE 
ST. 201, LE MARCHAND MANSION 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSK OJ8 


TELEPHONE (780) 944-2787 
FACSIMILE (780) 944-2827 
TOLL FREE 1-888-220-2702 
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OrxLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 

10123 Whyte Ave. TGE 1Z5 

432-7633 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 
_ Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 
Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 — 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 
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Services and Products for the 
{’ 


896 Commercial Dr. 
(at Venables) 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada V5L 3Y5 


Tel: (604) 254-2543 
Fax: (604) 254.5472 >< 


Mail Order 
1-888-WYM-WARE 


www.worynsware.com 


Ai an Environment, 


June C. Lioyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 
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LGnce 
SqturcGy, May |S , 1999 


Venue change: Inglewood Hall 
| 12515 - 116 Ave. 


9 p.m.— 1 a.m. 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 
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Womonspace Membership Form 


Clonfioentiality Assvred ) 


Name(s) 

Address City 
Postal Code Phone 
12 month membership fee: 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., finonce ae 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available 


() New Member (J. Renewal () Associate 2 ER SR iT The Nose peau 
[) I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed 
(J Please mail my newsletter to my home ‘ 

PORN 

t 

1 


(J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


Li-----2--- be $e 5 =~ = - = = = = 
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